Forum for Gender Studies (FGV) is an interdisciplinary and intercam-
pus platform from which to initiate and co-ordinate Gender Studies at
Mid Sweden University. FGV shall contribute to creating a productive
research environment, and the activities of FGV shall encompass the
entire university. This research environment has created a network of
national and international researchers called MING, The Mid Sweden
International Network on Gender Studies. We are very happy to be able
to publish here, as work-in-progress, some of the talks and presenta-
tions that the network members have given at the network meetings that

have taken place in 2009 and 2010.
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ABOUT THE BOOK

The research programme Challenging Gender at Umed University with Mid
Sweden University as a partner was awarded the Swedish Research Council's
funding for Centres of Gender Excellence 2007-201 |. The study of gender is a
dynamic and growing research field which often challenges traditional forms of
knowledge production. These challenges are also directed at its own activities
— hence the title of this research program. One of the five themes, Challenging
Normalization Processes, has its base in the interdisciplinary Forum for Gender
Studies at Mid Sweden University. Its focus is on cultural normalization proces-
ses: the demands for conformity and sameness and how technologies of power
create boundaries which define "them" and "us” within a wide variety of social
institutions.

One of the most important objectives of this program has been to increase
the internationalization of Swedish gender research. Thus two international
networks wer founded at Mid Sweden University; The MING network (The
Mid Sweden internationa network on gender studies, financed by Mid Sweden
University, Department of social work and Department of healt science) and
FlickForsk (The international network for girlhood studies, financed by R]). This
book presents, as work in progress, some of the presentations that have taken
place within the MING network during 2009 and 2010 and the joint network
meeting with MING and FlickForsk 2009. We have chosen to present the pa-
pers as a discussion taking place within the theoretical framework of Challen-
ging normalization processes.
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